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STATE OF ILLINOIS  ) 
WILL COUNTY   ) S.S. Approved February 8, 2006  
TOWN OF PLAINFIELD ) 
 
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES met at the Office of Town Clerk at 6:00 pm on January 11, 2006. 
 
PRESENT: 
John Argoudelis        Supervisor 
Paul Pesavento        Town Trustee 
Chuck Willard         Town Trustee 
Ken McCafferty        Town Trustee 
Kim Sandstrom        Town Trustee 
 
ABSENT: 
 
OTHER OFFICIALS PRESENT: 
Rosemary Pruss        Town Clerk 
Rick Martin         Assessor 
Sam Reichert         Highway Commissioner 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: 
 
John Argoudelis acting as chairman and Rosemary Pruss acting as clerk.  The following official business 
was transacted: 
 
I. Meeting of January 11, 2006 was called to order at 6:02 pm. 

 
II. Pledge of Allegiance and Prayer 

Pledge of Allegiance and prayer were said.   
 

III. Roll Call for Quorum:  John Arguodelis – Present,  Paul Pesavento – Present,  Chuck Willard – 
Present,  Ken McCafferty – Present,  Kim Sandstrom, Present. 

 
IV. Approval of Agenda  

A motion to approve the agenda was made by Chuck Willard, seconded by Paul Pesavento. 
Voice vote taken.  Motion carries.   

 
V. Approval of minutes from previous meetings 

A motion to approve the minutes from December 12, 2005 was made by Ken McCafferty, 
seconded by Chuck Willard. Voice vote taken.  Motion carries.   
 
 

VI. SUPERVISOR’S REPORT – 
 

A. Kiwanis Club of Plainfield – Donation Request 
Jim Lindamood, President, described the Kiwanis Club as a global organization of volunteers 
geared toward helping children and improving their lives within the community.  In Plainfield, 
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some programs include library mentoring, DARE and child safety seat checks.  No part of the 
township’s donation would be used toward administration costs.   
 
A motion to authorize an expenditure of $500.00 for the Kewanis Club of Plainfield was 
made by Kim Sandstrom and seconded by Paul Pesavento.  Roll Call vote taken.  Chuck Willard – 
Aye,  Paul Pesavento – Aye,  Kim Sandstrom – Aye,  Ken McCafferty – Aye,  John Argoudelis - 
Aye.  Motion Carries. 

 
B. Pace Yearly Agreement, 2006 – In reviewing the contract from last year, the board observed that 

the amount requested is almost the same as last year.  
 

A motion to enter into the Pace Paratransit Local Share Agreement as outlined in the 
proposed contract was made by  Paul Pesavento and seconded by Kim Sandstrom. Roll Call vote 
taken.  Ken McCafferty – Aye,  Chuck Willard – Aye,  Paul Pesavento – Aye,  Kim Sandstrom – 
Aye, John Argoudelis - Aye.  Motion Carries. 
 

C. Harris Drive - Update 
A meeting is scheduled with the residents at 7 pm on Tuesday, January 17, 2006 at the township 
building.  Sam Reichert and the engineer will be present. Supervisor Argoudelis reported that 
approximately $107,000.00 is needed for a major part of the solution to the Harris Drive flooding 
problem.  
 

D. Opening of bids, surplus equipment  - Two bids were received on the parcel of surplus 
equipment, mostly furniture, left from the old township building.  The high bid of $312.99 was 
submitted by Bill Krick.  The clerk will notify Mr. Krick.  

 
E. Miscellaneous Updates and Status Reports –  

Supervisor Argoudelis reported that the heat regulator in the new building has been replaced by 
Amerigas.  However, the incorrectly-sized pipe in the heating system still needs to be replaced. He 
stated that this expense should not be borne by the township.  The door in the break room which 
leaks air also needs replacing, presumably because it is bent. This will be determined during the 
upcoming week.  Both the light on the flagpole and the new entry sign remain in the process of 
completion. 

 
Highway Commissioner Reichert reported that the card entry system is installed but not in service.  
Other issues include a sewer smell in the women’s bathroom, faucets that stay on too long and a 
furnace in his area that goes out every night.  Also, he would like to have the exterior lights 
programmed to go out at 10 pm, except for one or two in the back of the building.  Ken 
McCafferty added that the faucets in the front bathrooms have gotten stuck in the “on” mode. 

 
 VII. REPORTS 
 

A. Senior Coordinator –        No Report 
 

B. Disabilities –  
Paul Pesavento reported that he is continuing to update the disabilities manual.  Also, the bowling 
event will take place on February 26, 2006, utilizing eight lanes.  He reported that the promotion 
of this event in the Park District’s publication was disappointing and he will address a better 
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presentation for next time.  Also, two pool parties are scheduled for the upcoming summer 
months. 
Mr. Argoudelis here noted that the area formerly referred to as the “Food Pantry” will now be 
called the “Assistance Center” and will be listed as such on the entry sign. 
 
Mr. Pesavento advised that Sandy Smith, receptionist, will take over the checking out of items 
from the medical loan closet which has been moved from the Park District to the township 
building. 
 
A motion to authorize an expenditure of up to $480.00 for the disabilities bowling party 
scheduled for February 26. 2006 was made by Paul Pesavento and seconded by Kim Sandstrom.  
Roll Call vote taken.  Paul Pesavento – Aye, Kim Sandstrom – Aye, Ken McCafferty – Aye, 
Chuck Willard – Aye,  John Argoudelis - Aye.  Motion Carries. 
 
A motion to authorize an expenditure of $350.00 for small give-away items for assistance of 
the disabled was made by Paul Pesavento and seconded by Kim Sandstrom.  Roll Call vote taken.  
Kim Sandstrom – Aye, Ken McCafferty – Aye,  Chuck Willard – Aye, Paul Pesavento – Aye,  
John Argoudelis - Aye.  Motion Carries. 

 
C. Emergency Management Coordinator  -  

Chuck Willard reported that he has received the NIMS (National Incident Management 
Service) certificate so that the township can start receiving funding. Mr. Willard asked that a 
disaster preparedness training session be scheduled for February.  The 2-hour training was set 
for Monday, February 20, 2006 at 7 am.  
 

D.  Flood Prevention        No Report 
 

      E.  Youth         No Report 
 
VIII. ELECTED OFFICIALS REPORTS 
 

A. Assessor –  
Richard Martin, who took office on January 1, 2006, reported that he has initiated no removals 
of the former assessor’s employees.  Those who were previously set up to work at home were 
asked to change their location of work to the township office.  Mr. Martin offered them the 
same job at the same salary.  These employees have all resigned and returned any official 
documents to the office.   
 
Several at-home and in-office employees have accumulated extensive amounts of vacation, up 
to 50 or 70 days.  Mr. Martin stated, “It appears the record-keeping of when some of these 
people were off was not always maintained and the files were discarded prior to my taking 
office.  We have no personnel files whatsoever, including the names of the people working 
here.”  Current employees have been asked to fill out applications in order to document names, 
addresses and personal information.  Supervisor Argoudelis offered choices of legal recourse 
in handling the high vacation day reimbursement. These included paying the vacation as 
submitted, allowing it to go to the Department of Labor or reaching an agreement with affected 
employees.   Mr. Martin stated he would prefer to work it out with the employees. 
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Mr. Martin is rewriting job descriptions and also the assessor’s department manual, which will 
include a new policy on carrying over vacation days.  Current employees will be able to use up 
their accumulated days.  In the future, only 10 vacation days can be carried over, year to year. 
 
Mr. Martin also advised the board that the assessor’s budget for the fiscal year ending March 
31, 2006 has been used up, with monies running out in the second week of February.  This has 
created a financial crisis in meeting payroll for the assessor’s department and nothing else can 
be purchased.   
 
Regarding personnel changes, two full time employees are leaving, two college student 
employees are going back to school, and two at-home, part-time employees have resigned.  
Mr. Martin has hired one full time and one part time employee.  The full time employee is Mr. 
Martin’s son- in- law, Mr. Bryce Tewell, who is bilingual, a graduate of Arizona State and a 
professional computer programmer.  Tom Leonard, former highway commissioner, will be the 
part time employee.   
 
Mr. Martin is also in need of a certain type of commercial assessment software, which would 
cost approximately $900.00.  This will have to be put off until the next budget year.  In order 
to accommodate for shortfalls, Supervisor Argoudelis suggested setting up the budget 
workshop during March rather than May, which is the customary month to accommodate 
passage in June.  In this way some of the burden could be split up between the current and 
upcoming budget. 
 
Mr. Pesavento asked Mr. Martin how the new salaries compare with the old total salaries.   Mr. 
Martin stated that if it were not for the vacation accumulations being presented, there would 
currently be less payroll demand than before. However, he pointed out that there was not 
enough money left in the line item for assessor’s department salaries, even if the large vacation 
payment requests had not been submitted. 
 

B. Clerk – Rosemary Pruss reported that she was requested to attend the Habitat Plainfield 
meeting earlier today as a “Citizen at Large.” Ken McCafferty is the township representative.  
Village of Plainfield, Park District, Forest Preserve, Fish and Wildlife and Conservation 
representatives were present.  The goal is to preserve natural space in the area and also to 
educate homeowners in native planting and sound ecologically practices.  A reorganization of 
the group is underway. 

 
C. Highway Commissioner –  

Sam Reichert reported that he used more salt in the first half of December than all of last 
winter.   
His department has been picking up garbage, cleaning catch basins, plowing and salting 
streets, organizing the shop with new fixtures and shelving, performing maintenance on 
equipment and  trucks and also repairing and replacing signs. 
 

D.  Tax Collector      No report 
 
E.   Trustees  
 
Ken McCafferty reported that several “Plainfield Presents” programs have been held in the new 
Meeting Room.   The cholesterol screenings and lecture program provided by Edward Hospital 
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was a great success and filled to capacity.  Also, eleven people came for the hearing tests, a 
number considered to be a very good turnout.  Only one person came for a blood pressure 
screening. This type of screening may be too readily available through other facilities. Upcoming 
programs include an explanation of the Federal Prescription Drug Program, financial aid for 
college students, free tax preparation and “Lifeline” screenings (this program has a charge for the 
services.)  Mr. McCafferty was congratulated for these effective uses of the Meeting Room. 
 
The township’s fall newsletter was placed inside the Plainfield Advantage and sent to 28,000 
homes.  Unfortunately, few people read the “Advantage”, particularly if they subscribe to the 
Enterprise.  Therefore, many copies were discarded without looking to find the township 
newsletter inside. 
 
Mr. McCafferty reminded the board that scholarships are available through TOI (Township 
Officials of Illinois) and that applicants may be contacting officials for an interview as this is one 
of the requirements.  A link has been set up from the township website to the TOI website where 
forms can be downloaded. 

 
IX. APPROVAL OF BILLS 

 
The following adjustments were made:  
$2,600.00 will be moved out of line item 33  
$2,000.00 will be moved into line item 6. 
$100.00 will be moved into line item 16. 
$500.00 will be moved into line item 36. 
 

Town Fund – A motion to approve the Town Fund in the amount of $195,025.59 was made by 
Ken McCafferty and seconded by Chuck Willard.  Roll call vote taken.   Ken McCafferty – Aye, 
Chuck Willard – Aye,  Paul Pesavento - Aye,  Kim Sandstrom - Aye,  John Argoudelis – Aye. 
Motion Carries. 
 
Road and Bridge Fund – A motion to approve the Road and Bridge Fund in the amount of 
$61,941.45 was made by Paul Pesavento and seconded by Chuck Willard. Roll call vote taken.  
Chuck Willard – Aye,  Paul Pesavento – Aye,  Kim Sandstrom –Aye,  Ken McCafferty – Aye. 
John Argoudelis – Aye. Motion Carries. 
 
County Joint Bridge Fund – A motion to approve the County Joint Bridge Fund in the 
amount of $16,168.25 was made by Chuck Willard and seconded by Paul Pesavento. Roll call 
vote taken.  Paul Pesavento – Aye,  Kim Sandstrom –Aye,  Ken McCafferty – Aye. Chuck Willard 
– Aye,  John Argoudelis – Aye. Motion Carries. 
 

X         PUBLIC COMMENTS  
 
XI. ADJOURNMENT 

 
A motion to adjourn was made by Ken McCafferty, seconded by Chuck Willard.  Voice vote 
taken. Motion carries.  Meeting of January 11, 2006 was adjourned at 7:32 p.m. 

 
 
____________________________________      Rosemary Pruss      Town Clerk 


