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STATE OF ILLINOIS  ) 
WILL COUNTY   ) S.S. Approved August 9, 2006 
TOWN OF PLAINFIELD ) 
 
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES met at the Office of Town Clerk at 6:00 pm on July 12, 2006. 
 
PRESENT: 
John Argoudelis        Supervisor 
Paul Pesavento        Town Trustee 
Ken McCafferty        Town Trustee 
Kim Sandstrom Left at 7:20      Town Trustee 
Chuck Willard         Town Trustee 
 
ABSENT: 
 
OTHER OFFICIALS PRESENT: 
Rosemary Pruss        Town Clerk 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: 
Richard Martin        Assessor 
Sam Reichert         Highway Commissioner 
 
John Argoudelis acting as chairman and Rosemary Pruss acting as clerk.  The following official business 
was transacted: 
 
I. Meeting of July 12, 2006 was called to order at 6:10 pm. 

 
II. Pledge of Allegiance and Prayer 

Pledge of Allegiance and prayer were said.   
 

III. Roll Call for Quorum:  John Arguodelis – Present,  Paul Pesavento – Present,  Chuck Willard – 
Present,  Ken McCafferty – Present,  Kim Sandstrom, Present. 

 
IV. Approval of Agenda  

A motion to approve the agenda was made by Chuck Willard, seconded by Ken McCafferty. 
Voice vote taken.  Motion carries.   

 
V. Approval of minutes from previous meetings 

A motion to approve the minutes from June 14, 2006 was made by Paul Pesavento, seconded 
by Ken McCafferty. Voice vote taken.  Motion carries.  
  

VI. SUPERVISOR’S REPORT – 
 

A. Mowing contract for the township building – Four bids for ongoing lawn and landscape 
maintenance were reviewed. After a phone call to clarify the language “weekly landscape 
maintenance agreement contract” in one of the bids, Sunset Landscape was selected as the most 
cost effective with the most desirable services and frequency arrangements.  The Sunset 
Landscape proposal will include spade edging, line edging, grass cutting, spring and fall clean-up, 
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weeding of all beds and shrub trimming for $90.00 per cutting.  Additional charges would include 
$185.00 for cutting the area from east of the building to I-55, plant removal and installation and 
additional charges for mulching. Snow plowing requires a separate contract. 

 
A motion to approve the Sunset Landscape proposal to be rewritten as the board understood 
the scope and frequency of services to be provided was made by Chuck Willard and seconded 
by Ken McCafferty.  Roll call vote taken.  Ken McCafferty – Aye, Paul Pesavento – Aye,  Chuck 
Willard – Aye, Kim Sandstrom – Aye, John Argoudelis – Aye. Motion Carries. 
 

B. Employee Handbook – A draft of a handbook for township employees was distributed to the 
board for review.  Suggestions for changes are to be given to Andi French to type and be 
considered at the next meeting. 

 
C. Shuttle Bus Financing – Financing is available through the seller utilizing a 5-year lease on a 

rent-to-own basis at a municipal interest rate, with a nominal buy-out payment at the end of the 
lease.  First Midwest will also provide a proposal for financing.  The bus will be delivered in 
approximately 1½ months.  Also, those who expressed interest in being bus drivers will be 
contacted in order to start developing the program. 

 
D. Harris Drive - Update   

Supervisor Argoudelis advised that a meeting took place with the City of Joliet.  Joliet provided a 
letter stating that they inspected the area and feel they have no responsibility with the flooding 
situation on Harris Drive.  Joliet did say that they will design the “rill” that is being reconstructed 
to handle the amount of water the subdivision will be depositing into it.  Also, Joliet will help set 
up a “Special Service Area” for the residents (paying for the work through a temporary property 
tax increase.)  Annexation to the City of Joliet was also offered as a solution in order to avail of 
their water and sewer services.  Supervisor Argoudelis will set up a meeting with residents to 
present these options.  Estimates to correct the flooding problem range from $55,000.00 to 
$90,000.00. 
 

E. New Township Building Issues – A few issues remain regarding the construction of the new  
administration building.  These include a back door air leak, washroom issues and food pantry 
shelving and locks for the medical supplies. The architect and EVS Construction are working on 
these issues. 
 
A company has approached the township to perform an annual “back flow certification.” 
The township will verify that this is an actual requirement by the State of Illinois. 
 
A motion to authorize hiring the firm of Cryder and Olsen Mechanical, Inc. to perform an 
annual back-flow certification at a cost of $175.00 for one test or $150.00 each for two tests, 
pending verification that this is a legal requirement of the State of Illinois was made by Paul 
Pesavento and seconded by Ken McCafferty.  Roll call vote taken.  Ken McCafferty – Aye, Paul 
Pesavento – Aye,  Chuck Willard – Aye, Kim Sandstrom – Aye, John Argoudelis – Aye. Motion 
Carries. 
 
Supervisor Argoudelis advised that dirt is expected for the garden area within the next two weeks. 
 
Highway Commissioner Sam Reichert suggested the construction of a lean-to alongside the salt 
shed for the purpose of housing some highway department equipment which is now sitting outside 
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exposed to the elements.  Superintendent Argoudelis suggested that the architect review this plan 
for aesthetics and noted that the senior shuttle bus will also need to be housed inside a structure. 

 
VII. REPORTS 
 

A. Senior Coordinator – Kathy Whalen, senior coordinator, submitted a written report.  Activities 
included a well-attended CPR class provided by Provena Medical Center. A physical therapist will 
discuss senior fitness of July 27th.  Other pending events for the remainder of 2006 include 
defensive driving on September 26 th and 27 th, Triad meetings on July 25th and August 4th to 
discuss the upcoming safety fair, a stress management presentation on August 10th and Plainfield 
Fest from July 14 th -16th. 

 
B. Disabilities –  Paul Pesavento reported that the pool party was a disappointment due to rain.  

 
C.  Emergency Management Coordinator  -   
 Chuck Willard presented a guest who demonstrated the Zoll brand AED.  Kathy Roa of the 

Plainfield Fire and EMS Departments offered an explanation of how the unit saves lives when a 
person is in cardiac arrest.  She also outlined costs, efficiency of batteries, types and compatibility 
of equipment used by other municipalities, training options, certifications and immunity from 
liability.  Units usually cost $2,500.00 to $3,500.00.  Ms. Roa outlined a program through which 
this unit can be purchased by municipalities for approximately $1,165.00.  Trustee Chuck Willard 
recommended this unit as the easiest to use, reliable and at a discounted price. 

 
A motion to authorize purchase of a Zoll AED unit, up to an expenditure of $1,250.00 was 
made by Ken McCafferty and seconded by Kim Sandstrom.  Roll call vote taken.  Paul Pesavento 
– Aye, Kim Sandstrom – Aye, Ken McCafferty – Aye, Chuck Willard – Aye,  John Argoudelis – 
Aye. Motion Carries. 

    
D. “Plainfield Township Presents” -  Ken McCafferty reported that six additional events are 

scheduled for the September-October time frame, including several Plainfield Historical Society’s 
“History Circles.”  “Drive 55” will also be held at the Township building. 

  
E. Youth -  Kim Sandstrom is awaiting a contact from the school district regarding a possible  

flower planting program in the township landscape. Rick Martin stated that the youth program he 
was considering last month regarding assessor office was not feasible.    
   

VIII. ELECTED OFFICIALS REPORTS 
 

A. Assessor –Rick Martin explained a change in the status of some of his part-time employees from 
“employees” to “contract personnel.” Mr. Martin stated that this would save the township the 
expense of mileage, FICA, Social Security and IMRF.  Discussion ensued regarding the details of 
how these individuals would be paid for per map approved basis.  A question also arose regarding 
the accounting procedures that would be used based on the fact that a new budget has just been 
passed.  Supervisor Argoudelis stated that a new line item for independent contractors should be 
added to next year’s assessor’s budget.  He also suggested that a letter of resignation should be on 
file stating the date when the change of status occurred from employee to independent contractor.  
Paul Pesavento suggested checking with the auditor to accomplish the change in accounting. 
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It was decided to cover this change by removing $5000.00 from “salaries,” line 52 and $500.00 
from “travel expenses,” line 58 and put these amounts into line 52, “computer consulting,” line 61. 
 

B. Clerk –         No report 
 

C. Highway Commissioner        
Over the past month, the Highway Department has been picking up garbage, performing truck 
maintenance, repairing and replacing signs, grading shoulder gravel, trimming branches, 
replacing curbs and performing road repairs – blacktop, grading ditches, replacing culverts and 
hauling gravel to the cemetery. 
 

D.  Tax Collector        No report 
 
E.  Trustees  - Ken McCafferty inquired about the rules regarding developers’ signage along  

roadways.  He also asked about the status of professionally- installed upright signs where 
developers pay a fee for their information to be placed on one approved sign.  A presentation 
was made to the township by the sign company approximately one year ago.  The minutes will 
be checked and inquiries will be made to determine potential fees and legality of the current 
practice of sign placement.  

 
IX.  APPROVAL OF BILLS 

 
Town Fund – A motion to approve the Town Fund in the amount of $117,169.48 was made by 
Paul Pesavento and seconded by Ken McCafferty.  Roll call vote taken.   Ken McCafferty – Aye, 
Paul Pesavento – Aye, Chuck Willard – Aye,  John Argoudelis – Aye. Motion Carries. 

 
Road and Bridge Insurance Fund – A motion to approve the Road and Bridge Insurance 
Fund in the amount of $4,893.00 was made by Chuck Willard and seconded by Ken McCafferty.  
Roll call vote taken.   Paul Pesavento – Aye, Chuck Willard – Aye, Ken McCafferty – Aye, John 
Argoudelis – Aye. Motion Carries. 

 
Road and Bridge Fund – A motion to approve the Road and Bridge Fund in the amount of 
$46,264.32 was made by Ken McCafferty and seconded by Chuck Willard.  Roll call vote taken.    
Chuck Willard – Aye,  Ken McCafferty – Aye,  Paul Pesavento – Aye, John Argoudelis – Aye. 
Motion Carries. 
 
County Joint Bridge Fund – A motion to approve the County Joint Bridge Fund  in the 
amount of $56,457.38 was made by Paul Pesavento and seconded by Chuck Willard. Roll call 
vote taken.  Paul Pesavento – Aye, Ken McCafferty - Aye, Chuck Willard – Aye,  John 
Argoudelis – Aye. Motion Carries. 
 

IX. PUBLIC COMMENTS  
 

Janet Lundquist of the Joliet Herald News introduced herself as a reporter who will be covering 
the area. 
 
Dick Splant of the Plainfield Art League requested a donation of $500.00 for promotion of 
additional educational art classes for the community and continued support for pending art league 
projects and exhibits.  He explained the league’s efforts to make alliances with corporations and 
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other area art leagues and the need for new space.  This request will be placed on the agenda and 
voted upon at the next board meeting. 

 
XI. ADJOURNMENT 

 
A motion to adjourn was made by Ken McCafferty, seconded by Chuck Willard.  Voice vote 
taken. Motion carries.  Meeting of July 12, 2006 was adjourned at 7:58 p.m. 

 
 
____________________________________     
  Rosemary Pruss      Town Clerk 


