
Plainfield Township Board of Trustees Minutes from April 11, 2007 

1 

STATE OF ILLINOIS  ) 
WILL COUNTY   ) S.S. Approved May 9, 2007  
TOWN OF PLAINFIELD ) 
  
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES met at the Office of Town Clerk at 6:00 pm on April 11, 2007. 
 
PRESENT: 
John Argoudelis        Supervisor 
Paul Pesavento        Town Trustee 
Chuck Willard         Town Trustee  
Ken McCafferty        Town Trustee 
 
ABSENT: 
Kim Sandstrom        Town Trustee 
 
OTHER OFFICIALS PRESENT: 
Rosemary Pruss        Town Clerk 
Richard Martin        Assessor 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: 
 
John Argoudelis acting as chairman and Rosemary Pruss acting as clerk.  The following official business 
was transacted: 
 
I. Meeting of April 11, 2007 was called to order at 6:10 pm. 

 
II. Pledge of Allegiance and Prayer 

Pledge of Allegiance and prayer were said.   
 

III. Roll Call for Quorum:  John Arguodelis – Present,  Paul Pesavento – Present,  Chuck Willard – 
Present,  Ken McCafferty – Present,  Kim Sandstrom - Absent. 

 
IV. Approval of Agenda  
 

A motion to approve the agenda was made by Paul Pesavento, seconded by Chuck Willard. 
Voice vote taken.  Motion carries.   

 
V. Approval of minutes from previous meeting 
 

A motion to approve the minutes from the March 14, 2007 regular board meeting was made by 
Ken McCafferty, seconded by Chuck Willard. Voice vote taken.  Motion carries.  
 
A motion to approve the amended minutes from the March 28, 2007 special board meeting  
(change date listed as “August” to “March”) was made by Ken McCafferty, seconded by Paul 
Pesavento. Voice vote taken.  Motion carries.  
 

VI. SUPERVISOR’S REPORT –  
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A. – United Cerebral Palsy of Will County, Inc. - Donation Request 
 

Samuel Mancuso represented this organization whose focus in on respite and family services.  In-
home and family support is provided by sending trained individuals to provide care so that family 
members can attend funerals, doctor appointments and go outside the home for various activities.  
The State of Illinois provides a limited level of contributions for these purposes.  This agency 
solicits donations, utilizes the United Way and conducts other fund-raising activities.  

 
A motion to authorize a donation to United Cerebral Palsy of Will County, Inc. in the 
amount of $500.00 to be paid out of the new fiscal year’s budget when approved was made by 
Paul Pesavento and seconded by Ken McCafferty.  Roll call vote taken.    Ken McCafferty – Aye, 
Chuck Willard – Aye, Paul Pesavento – Aye, John Argoudelis - Aye. Motion Carries. 

 
 Funds for this donation will be taken out of the “Disabilities” line item. 

 
B. Will County Children’s Advocacy Center – Donation Request 

 
Sue Bloch represented this organization, which provides full case management services for 
abused children.  Although it is linked with the state’s attorney’s office, it is a 501-c3 charity and 
must raise its entire budget through donations and fundraising.  No other agency provides this 
service.  Police interviews are recorded on DVD and can be used as evidence.  In 2006, sixty-
three children who either lived in or were abused in Plainfield Township received these victim-
sensitive interviews. 

 
A motion to authorize a donation to the Will County Children’s Advocacy Center in the 
amount of $500.00 to be paid out of the new fiscal year’s budget when approved was made by 
Paul Pesavento and seconded by Chuck Willard.  Roll call vote taken.    Chuck Willard – Aye, 
Paul Pesavento – Aye, Ken McCafferty – Aye, John Argoudelis - Aye. Motion Carries. 

 
Funds for this donation will be taken out of the “Youth” line item.   Trustee Pesavento also asked 
if the board could revisit the current limitation of $500.00 on donation amounts.  This will be 
discussed at the next board meeting. 

 
C. Will County Land Use Recycling Application 

 
Trustee McCafferty requested that Supervisor Argoudelis obtain a legal review of the inter-
governmental agreement before approving it.  It will be revisited at the next board meeting.  
 
A motion to approve the Will County Land Use intergovernmental contract for recycling 
pending review of legal counsel was made by Ken McCafferty and seconded by Paul Pesavento.  
Roll call vote taken.    Paul Pesavento – Aye, Ken McCafferty – Aye, Chuck Willard – Aye, John 
Argoudelis - Aye. Motion Carries. 
 

D. Title Changes for Administrative Assistant and Receptionist Positions  
 

Supervisor Argoudelis introduced Monika McMillen, currently in the position previously held by 
the former receptionist and explained the changes proposed for job titles. The board welcomed 
her. Because of the varying duties and inclusion of a dispatching duty, ” it was proposed that the 
title of “Receptionist that be changed to “Administrative Assistant.”   Andi French’s current 
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position of “Administrative Assistant” would than be titled “Township Administrator.”  Andi 
French will be defining the new job titles with job descriptions to include the new duties. 
 
Monika McMillen provided background on herself and explained that she now has a township e-
mail address.   Derek Versteegen, the township’s webmaster who was present at this meeting, 
explained the new e-mail addresses for the township employees, passed out an outline and 
explained the benefits of spam filters and how to use the system in general. 
 
A motion to approve the new job titles of “Administrative Assistant” for the old position of 
“Receptionist” and “Township Administrator” for the old position of “Administrative 
Assistant” was made by Paul Pesavento and seconded by Ken McCafferty.  Voice vote taken.    
Motion Carries. 
 

E. Officials Conduct Review 
 

Supervisor Argoudelis indicated that the reason this item is on the agenda is due to the twelve-
page packet that was passed out by Rick Martin under the “assessor’s report” at the March 14, 
2007 meeting.  Supervisor Argoudelis stated that after doing legal research on what the board can 
and should do, he can state that it is the board’s legal duty to approve all the bills as they are 
submitted.  The legal justification for this is that a third-party vendor who is owed money should 
not be punished even if the board does not feel the expenditure is proper.  Since this issue was 
brought out at the last public meeting in a public manner, Supervisor Argoudelis felt it is 
important that the board address it.  Mr. Argoudelis stated that Plainfield Township government, 
“is a public trust and it is our utmost duty to conduct ourselves with the highest degree of integrity, 
the appearance of integrity, and transparency. If there are any questionable expenses, whether they 
are legitimately charged to the township or not legitimately charged to the township, an individual 
should err on the side of not charging them to the township. I would rather pay something out of 
my pocket that ‘maybe’ I could have charged the township than ask the taxpayers to pay for that 
expense.  There have been a lot of things I am not happy about but as I articulated at the 
beginning, there are very few legal things I or this board can do about it.  Expenditures for 
unnecessary items, reimbursements for things that are of a questionable nature as to whether they 
are properly reimbursable, employee compensation, hiring practices, vacation practices – (there 
are) a lot of things I don’t believe have been conduc ted along the highest level of integrity or in a 
proper manner as I would do it.  I want to state certainly for the record that I personally do not 
approve of anything that is not done to the highest degree of integrity, transparency and honesty.  
Other than making this a public statement, which the door was certainly opened here at the March 
meeting to make this a public issue, I can do little other than that.  And I wish to go on record as 
saying that I will continue to do all I can to make sure that township government functions in the 
most honest and efficient manner.  I think we as a board, labor and work very hard to make sure 
we are very, very careful as to how we spend the township money in the best interest of the 
citizens, to the point of getting multiple bids, to the point of looking for ways to save money for 
the township taxpayers.  I question some of the expenditures that have been presented to us and it 
frustrates me to the degree that I have to approve of them whether I agree with them or not.  I felt 
compelled that this had to be stated properly because this issue was brought up publicly at our last 
meeting and a response was requested.”   Suprvisor Argoudelis then opened the floor to the 
trustees.  
 
Ken McCafferty stated that the township board does not have the authority not to pay a bill 
presented by the assessor or the highway commissioner.  “That said, we would not be doing our 
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jobs if we did not question the bills.”  Mr. McCafferty addressed the question Rick Martin asked 
him at the last meeting and included in the referenced packet regarding whether Mr. McCafferty 
had ever received an answer to his December, 2004 question of, “Do we have the right to question 
a bill presented?”  Ken McCafferty stated, “As an elected representative of the people I think I 
have to question the bills.  I have to know that the people know I am their representative.  Whether 
we are the board, the assessor or the highway commissioner, we must always act in a transparent 
manner.  And we have to ask ourselves, ‘Would the taxpayers approve of what I’m about to do?  
Would they think it is in good conscience?   I hope that in the future we would continue the 
congenial relationship we have had between the board, the assessor’s department and highway 
department and not let any adversarial feelings come between what we do for the good of the 
people.”    
 
Chuck Willard added that he hopes these departments will know that in the future there will be 
things the board does not understand or agree with and the board will continue asking questions. 
“The Assessor or the Highway Commissioner do not have to give an answer, but we will continue 
asking the questions.” 
 
Paul Pesavento stated that it goes without saying that the board must question the bills presented. 
“It is the board’s responsibility.”  He felt that what happened at the last meeting was an “improper 
forum to be brought up” and should have been handled differently than the way it was presented. 

 
F. Shuttle Bus - Update 

 
The new shuttle bus is being stored securely off-site.  Two prospective drivers have answered the 
recent ad and will be interviewed.  The driver who will be displaced when the township switches 
from Standard Shuttle Service to running the program through the township may also be interested 
in the position.   
 
Supervisor Argoudelis will be discussing the following idea with Sam Reichert, Highway 
Commissioner.  Because there is always out-of season equipment to be stored, the township may 
be able to build an unheated pole building to store highway department equipment, thereby freeing 
heated space for the shuttle bus. 
 
Andi French and Monika McMillen visited New Lenox township to observe how the shuttle bus 
program runs there.  They will be consolidating all of the information obtained from visits and 
phone calls to other townships and present a report with recommendations and put together a flyer 
with information for the public. 
 

G.  Budget Workshop Date 
 

It was decided to set  June 6, 2007 as the Budget Hearing date and May 2, 2007 as the combined 
Budget Workshop and Shuttle Bus Workshop date.   

 
H. New Township Building Issues 

 
A new roof leak in the garage has not yet been confirmed by Commissioner Reichert.   
Supervisor Argoudelis suggested that the hall between the Meeting Room and the Conference 
Room should be designated as the tornado shelter area.  He asked the opinion of Chuck Willard, 
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pointing out that this area of the building has an F-4 tornado-proof roof.  Mr. Willard agreed and 
suggested that signage should be purchased to indicate this designation. 
 
Ken McCafferty advised that as soon as the newly-dumped dirt has been disked he will schedule a 
meeting with the gardener.  Thirty-nine garden plots have been rented. 
 
  

VII. REPORTS 
 

A. Senior Coordinator –           No Report 
 

Kathy Whalen reported that the Seniors are keeping her busy, meeting every Tues Wed 9-3 at 
River’s Edge. Recent events include The Senior Expo, Defensive Driving Course, Home Fire 
Safety, and Women’s Self-defense. Upcoming events include the Health Aging Series, Income tax 
Assistance, Rules of the Road, Senior Fraud and a Shoe fitting clinic.  Supervisor Argoudelis 
thanked Ms. Whalen for the good job she is doing and asked that she bring any new ideas to the 
board. 

 
B. Disabilities –   
 

The Bolingbrook Park District will be proceeding with the summer camp for disabled children 
which will be held in the Township Meeting Room daily for approximately eight weeks.  Mr. 
Pesavento will be contacting them to arrange for any special set-up needed.  

 
C. Emergency Management Coordinator -         

 
Chuck Willard advised that this is the beginning of the busy weather season but Plainfield 
Township has luckily missed the severe weather so far. 
  

D. “Plainfield Township Presents”  
       

Upcoming events include an Alzheimer’s presentation on September 12th which focuses on caring 
for the patient.  Mr. McCaffertty continues to work with State Representative Tom Cross’ office 
on an “Elder Care” presentation which will include estate planning, wills and living wills and 
DNR orders.  Also, the clerk, Rosemary Pruss has been scheduled to provide the evening of April 
27, 2007 and Saturday May 12, 2007 as special times for passport acceptance. 
 

       E. Youth         No report 
 

 
VIII. ELECTED OFFICIALS REPORTS 
 

A. Assessor    
 

Rick Martin advised that a certificate of disposal has been obtained in order to dispose of outdated 
records and materials.   Mr. Martin stated that the township has not reassessed anybody in twenty 
years.  He corrected his statement after being asked to clarify it.  The downtown district of 
Plainfield has not been reassessed in twenty years.  The newer subdivisions don’t need 
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reassessment that fast. The board noted that Mr. Martin brought this up at a previous meeting.  Mr. 
Martin stated that everything else is running smoothly in his department. 

 
B. Clerk  

 
Rosemary Pruss reminded the board that Statements of Economic Interest must be filed with the 
County Clerk by May 1, 2007 or fines could be imposed.   In answer to a question posed at last 
month’s meeting, Ms. Pruss advised that as of 2006 rules, a 3/5ths majority is required for an 
elector to add an item to the agenda of a town meeting, although the clerk’s handbook lists “a 
majority” as the requirement. 

 
Ms. Pruss explained the option of adding a Pitney Bowes postage system to the office as suggested 
by Monika McMillen.  This system would initially cost $17.99 per month but would eliminate the 
need to continually run to the post office for postage.  Items that need odd or large amounts of 
postage include passport packages, general assistance packages, bids, meeting packets and other 
daily requirements.  Ms. Pruss stated that she would support this addition as long as it had security 
on the machine and was only used by the Supervisor’s office, the Clerk and Monika McMillen. 

 
An update on the upcoming Earth Day planting project on April 21st included a need to have the 
parking lot beds tilled, dump extra black dirt nearby, hire someone to spray or spread the granules 
of weed preventer, and obtain some plants.  The community is not donating plants, probably 
because it has been snowing.  The Fields has offered to donate an as yet undetermined amount of 
plants.  A troop of boy scouts have offered to help plant.  Other logistical details have to be 
worked out, including water and refreshments. 
 
Monika McMillen has now been trained to accept passport applications and has done her first two 
today.  In the past two weeks the township has been deluged with requests, mostly for after 
business hours.  Ms. Pruss has tried to accommodate them on Saturday or evenings as much as 
possible and has continued taking applications during business hours.  Ken McCafferty will be 
formalizing a Saturday and weeknight (as outlined in “Plainfield Presents” above) to offer to the 
community and Ms. Pruss will be taking passport applications during these times.  Monika 
McMillen will be accommodating requests during business hours. 

 
C. Highway Commissioner        No report    

 
D. Trustees  

 
Chuck Willard asked if there was any progress on the shelving in the Food Pantry.  Supervisor 
Argoudelis advised that the Food Pantry personnel have been given the plans and are seeking an 
installer.  Mr. Willard also had an interested party and will be given the plans to pass along. 
 
Ken McCafferty asked if he should wait for the missing articles from Kim Sandstrom and Sam 
Reichert or proceed with the spring newsletter.  It was decided to contact them one more time, and 
if not forthcoming, then proceed. 
 

IX. APPROVAL OF BILLS 
 

The bills are split into two sheets because the end of the fiscal year occurs in the middle of the 
billing period. 
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Discussion on budget issues included the following: 
 
Chuck Willard asked why the roof repairs are not covered under warranty.  Andi French stated she 
has asked the installer to respond in writing, and he stated that the repairs needed are not covered 
under the warranty. 
 
Supervisor Argoudelis stated that we are still trying to get the peeling paint paid for through the 
warranty process.  Ultimately, we will be getting bids to repair the paint. 
 
Town Fund – A motion to approve the Town Fund for 3/15/07 through 3/31/07 in the 
amount of $17,352.22 was made by Paul Pesavento and seconded by Chuck willard.  Roll call 
vote taken.    Ken McCafferty – Aye, Chuck Willard – Aye, Paul Pesavento – Aye, John 
Argoudelis - Aye. Motion Carries. 

 
Road and Bridge Fund – A motion to approve the Road and Bridge Fund for 3/15/07 
through 3/31/07 in the amount of $7,323.13 was made by Kim Sandstrom and seconded by 
Chuck Willard.  Roll call vote taken.    Chuck Willard – Aye, Paul Pesavento – Aye, Ken 
McCafferty – Aye, John Argoudelis - Aye. Motion Carries. 
 
County Joint Bridge Fund – A motion to approve the Road and Bridge Fund for 3/15/07 
through 3/31/07 in the amount of $11,319.43 was made by Chuck Willard and seconded by Ken 
McCafferty.  Roll call vote taken.    Ken McCafferty – Aye, Chuck Willard – Aye, Paul Pesavento 
– Aye, John Argoudelis - Aye. Motion Carries. 
 
Chuck Willard questioned why we are paying mosquito abatement in March.  Andi French 
explained that this is paid in four payments throughout the year. 
 
Supervisor Argoudelis explained that the computer expense was to replace both monitors, the 
clerk’s and the receptionist’s and to replace the clerk’s outdated computer. 
 
Supervisor Argoudelis asked assessor Rick Martin to explain the expense from Interiors for 
Business for $528.00.  Mr. Martin explained that the work stations have no drawers so this 
purchase was for a three-drawer cabinet for Peggy Kling.  It was purchased to match the original 
furniture.  Also, Mr. Argoudelis questioned the expense for a security guard and it was decided 
that this may have been listed in the assessor’s expenses by mistake.  
 
Mr. McCafferty asked if Monika McMillen’s expense for $19 was for the passport training in 
Chicago.  Andi French answered that this was an expense for the train fare and lunch. He also 
asked the assessor where Sandi Smith’s training took place and what did the $578 and $102 
expenses represent?  Mr. Martin asked why he wasn’t also reimbursed for training yet.  Andi 
French explained that he just gave her the bill today and the bills listed tonight for payment were 
compiled a week ago.  Therefore he will have to wait until the next month to be reimbursed.   Mr. 
Martin stated that he will be working with fewer people than Ray Barnes had but he wants them 
all to be well trained.  Mr. McCafferty again asked why the hotel bill for Sandi Smith was $225.90 
for one night.  Mr. Martin explained that because she took someone else’s reservation she was 
charged the full price for the first night and the discounted price ($105.90) for the remaining 
nights. Mr. Martin stated that he moved to a lower priced hotel after the first night because the 
hotel wanted to charge him $9.99 per night for internet service.  Mr. McCafferty suggested that an 
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item be placed on next month’s agenda to discuss the possibility of a cap on hotel expenses when 
traveling for the township.  Mr. Martin stated that he argued the expense of Sandi Smith’s first 
night with the hotel but was unsuccessful in getting it reduced.  Mr. Martin suggested a cap of 
$100.00 for a hotel and $25.00 for meals per day.  Mr. Willard pointed out that if the township 
imposes this limit, the board cannot impose it on the assessor’s department.  Mr. Martin stated that 
he would agree with a limit.  Mr. McCafferty also suggested using MapQuest for determining the 
amount of mileage that can be charged to the township for approved travel. 

 
Town Fund – A motion to approve the Town Fund for 4/01/07 through 4/11/07 in the 
amount of $52,830.95 was made by Chuck willard and seconded by Ken McCafferty.  Roll call 
vote taken.   Paul Pesavento – Aye,  Ken McCafferty – Aye, Chuck Willard – Aye, John 
Argoudelis - Aye. Motion Carries. 

 
Road and Bridge Fund – A motion to approve the Road and Bridge Fund for 4/01/07 
through 4/11/07  in the amount of $37,716.50 was made by Paul Pesavento and seconded by ken 
McCafferty.  Roll call vote taken.    Ken McCafferty – Aye, Chuck Willard – Aye, Paul Pesavento 
– Aye, John Argoudelis - Aye. Motion Carries. 
 

 
X. PUBLIC COMMENTS  

  
 

XI. ADJOURNMENT - 
A motion to adjourn was made by Chuck Willard, seconded by Paul Pesavento.  Voice vote taken. 
Motion carries.  Meeting of April 11, 2007 was adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 

 
____________________________________     
  Rosemary Pruss      Town Clerk  


