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STATE OF ILLINOIS  ) 
WILL COUNTY   ) S.S. Approved Minutes  
TOWN OF PLAINFIELD ) 
  
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES met at the Office of Town Clerk at 6:00 pm on May 9, 2007. 
 
PRESENT: 
John Argoudelis        Supervisor 
Chuck Willard         Town Trustee  
Ken McCafferty        Town Trustee 
Kim Sandstrom  (Left at 7:15 p.m.)    Town Trustee 
 
ABSENT: 
Paul Pesavento        Town Trustee 
 
OTHER OFFICIALS PRESENT: 
Rosemary Pruss        Town Clerk 
Richard Martin        Assessor 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: 
 
John Argoudelis acting as chairman and Rosemary Pruss acting as clerk.  The following official business 
was transacted: 
 
I. Meeting of May 9, 2007 was called to order at 6:10 pm. 

 
II. Pledge of Allegiance and Prayer 

Pledge of Allegiance and prayer were said.   
 

III. Roll Call for Quorum:  John Argoudelis – Present,  Paul Pesavento – Absent,  Chuck Willard – 
Present,  Ken McCafferty – Present,  Kim Sandstrom - Present. 

 
IV. Approval of Revised Agenda  
 

A motion to approve the agenda was made by Chuck Willard, seconded by Ken McCafferty. 
Voice vote taken.  Motion carries.   

 
V. Approval of minutes from previous meeting 
 

A motion to approve the minutes from the April 11, 2007 regular board meeting was made by 
Ken McCafferty, seconded by Chuck Willard. Voice vote taken.  Motion carries.  
 

VI. SUPERVISOR’S REPORT – (Some items were addressed out of order.) 
 

A. Senior Services Center of Will County, Patricia Hensley - Donation Request 
 

Patricia Hensley outlined the services provided by this organization.  Two thousand seniors in 
Plainfield Township have benefited from services, many being aimed at keeping seniors 
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independent as long as possible and giving them other options to consider before entering a 
nursing home.  Over the past year, the organization investigated sixteen elder abuse cases in 
Plainfield Township and delivers home meals to fourteen individuals, with thirty-seven on the 
waiting list.  
 
Because a change in policy regarding donation caps is being considered, it was the consensus of 
the board to table this donation until a final decision is made.  

 
B. Review of the $500.00 cap on donations  

 
Ken McCafferty felt that there are some organizations that are more deserving of donations than 
others.  Therefore, it may be a good idea to categorize and prioritize the typical organizations 
supported by the township.  Mr. McCafferty provided a list of organizations the township 
supported over the past year and asked the board for comments on a hierarchy.  He felt that at the 
top of the list should be social service organizations as they present hard facts indicating their 
services.  Supervisor Argoudelis suggested that first-time requestors could work their way up to a 
higher donation the next year. 
 
It was suggested that Ken McCafferty and Chuck Willard form a committee to obtain input from 
the other board members and present a plan at the next meeting. 

 
A motion to table consideration of a donation to the Senior Services Center of Will County 
(Item A.) and also any changes to the cap on donations (Item B.) was made by Ken 
McCafferty and seconded by Kim Sandstrom.  Voice vote taken.  Motion Carries. 

 
Chuck Willard suggested that a second AED be ordered for the township shuttle bus.  The cost 
would be $1,150.00, the same as the first one ordered for the township building. 

 
A motion to purchase an AED for the shuttle bus at a cost of $1,150.00 was made by Chuck 
Willard and seconded by Ken McCafferty.  Roll call vote taken.    Kim Sandstrom – Aye, Ken 
McCafferty – Aye, Chuck Willard – Aye, John Argoudelis - Aye. Motion Carries. 

 
A motion to purchase a soft carrying case for the AED for the shuttle bus at a cost of $100.00  
was made by Chuck Willard and seconded by Ken McCafferty.  Roll call vote taken.   Ken 
McCafferty – Aye, Chuck Willard – Aye, Kim Sandstrom – Aye, John Argoudelis - Aye. Motion 
Carries. 

 
C. Will County Land Use Recycling Application 

 
The legal review of this inter-governmental agreement will be completed shortly and Will County 
will be advised to proceed with the program. 
 

D. Tax Levy – Lawsuits (#03 and #04) 
 

Supervisor Argoudelis advised that objections have been filed based on accumulation of funds by 
the township during the period that the township was preparing to build the new administration 
building.  Since there is an exception for this situation and since the township won a similar law 
suit “hands down”, Supervisor Argoudelis recommended declining the settlement offers proposed.  
It was the consensus of the board not to settle and instead to proceed to court. 
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E. Budget – Comments on the budget draft are to be forwarded to Supervisor Argoudelis or Andi 

French by the end of the month.  The budget hearing will be held on June 6, 2007. 
 

F. Pitney Bowes Postage Machine  
 
Monika McMillen reported that the township could obtain this postage machine for $19.99 per 
month with a one-year contract.  Cartridges are $39.00 and provide 700 printings.  The unit would 
have password security and a built- in scale.  Monika McMillen and Andi French will monitor 
usage and have pin numbers.  The assessor will also be using the machine so the line item for 
postage for the assessor’s department will be included in the township postage expense. 
 
A motion to enter into a one-year lease for a Pitney-Bowes K-700 postage machine at $19.99 
per month was made by Chuck Willard and seconded by Ken McCafferty.  Roll call vote taken.    
Ken McCafferty – Aye, Chuck Willard – Aye,  John Argoudelis - Aye. Motion Carries. 
 

G. Handyman Services 
 

A motion to approve the Mark Angelus bid for lawn mowing at the township administration 
building at a cost of $200.00 per cut, to be directed by the Towns hip Administrator was made 
by Ken McCafferty and seconded by Chuck Willard.  Roll call vote taken.    Ken McCafferty – 
Aye, Chuck Willard – Aye, John Argoudelis - Aye. Motion Carries. 

 
H. Township Shuttle Bus - Update (Discussion moved to the end of the meeting.)   

 
I. Food Pantry Shelving 

 
The Ensure Builders bid for installation of shelving was compared with a March 19, 2007 revised 
bid from Mark Angelus.  Although the totals were close, the Angelus bid included a countertop 
which Mary Dickerson stated was no longer needed in the Food Pantry.  Therefore the Angelus 
bid should be lower considering that this item will be removed from the bid. 
 
Ken McCafferty asked Mary Dickerson how many churches are in the ministerial group associated 
with the Food Pantry and how is the funding provided.  Ms. Dickerson replied that as of last year 
the Food Pantry obtained its own 501-3c designation for non-profit and is no longer under the 
umbrella of the churches.  Funding from churches is provided on an irregular basis.   
 
After the Food Pantry personnel had left, Ken McCafferty commented that he felt an obligation to 
motion for the partition and shelving for this project, but it should be noted that, “the Township 
has provided the Food Pantry with a portion of our new building with twice the space as they had 
before.”  In the future, he felt that additional Food Pantry needs should not be the responsibility of 
the township. 
 
A motion to accept the Mark Angelus bid of March 19, 2007, Sheet 1, for shelving for the 
Food Pantry, acceptance conditioned upon removal of the countertop from the bid and 
reduction of the total to an appropriate adjusted amount, not to exceed $1600.00, was made 
by Chuck Willard and seconded by Ken McCafferty.  Roll call vote taken.    Ken McCafferty – 
Aye, Chuck Willard – Aye, Kim Sandstrom – Aye, John Argoudelis - Aye. Motion Carries. 
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A motion to accept the Mark Angelus bid for the partition for the Food Pantry at a cost of 
$2000.00  was made by Ken McCafferty and seconded by Kim Sandstrom.  Roll call vote taken.    
Chuck Willard – Aye, Kim Sandstrom – Aye, Ken McCafferty – Aye, John Argoudelis - Aye. 
Motion Carries. 

 
J. Travel Expenses – Hotel caps, MapQuest for mileage, etc. 

 
Ken McCafferty suggested that reimbursement for travel mileage should be made using 
MapQuest, point to point.  This would be easier and more consistent.  
 
After discussion, it was agreed that for an event pertaining to official township business where 
specific hotel(s) with discounted rates are offered, reimbursement will be made at that rate 
regardless of any other circumstances.  For a similar event where no hotels with discounted rates 
are offered, the township will reimburse for a moderately-priced hotel in that area. 
 
At this point, Rick Martin, assessor, presented the clerk with a packet and stated that the assessor’s 
office will now be following one of the accepted methods found in  “IRS Publication 463, Travel, 
entertainment, Gift and Car Expenses for use in preparing 2006 returns.”  Mr. Martin stated that 
this method of reimbursement provides for a per diem for meals of $39.00 per day.  
 
Mr. Martin stated that he sets his policy by simply delivering it to the clerk.   
 
Chuck Willard called a point of order, advising that this should be presented during the “assessor’s 
report.” 
 
Trustee McCafferty asked Mr. Martin if an assessor’s deputy only spent $7.95 for a lunch and paid 
for no additional meals that day, that employee would be reimbursed $39.00 for that day?  Mr. 
Martin answered, “Yes.”  Trustee McCafferty then asked if this is the best fiduciary policy for use 
of township funds.  Mr. Martin gave an example of an employee spending $100.00 on a meal and 
$300.00 on a bottle of wine.  Supervisor Argoudelis commented that the person would not be 
employed by the township for very long.  Trustee McCafferty asked Assessor Martin if his “per 
diem amount” was the maximum that can be claimed under IRS guidelines.  He stated that it 
would be the board’s discretion to adopt a more stringent, conservative and responsible 
reimbursement policy. 
 
Supervisor Argoudelis stated that the current policy of turning in receipts for expenses remains in 
effect until the board changes it.  He told Mr. Martin, “We understand the position you are taking 
and after we have reviewed your packet and the statutes you have cited, we will revisit the 
subject.”  Mr. Argoudelis asked Mr. Martin if he agreed with this and Mr. Martin stated that he 
agreed that the board’s policy has not changed and is pending review. 
 
A motion to table changes in reimbursement policies (Item J.) was made by Chuck Willard 
and seconded by Ken McCafferty.  Voice vote taken.  Motion Carries. 
 

K. E-mail, computer equipment – Status  
 
E-mail for township officials and employees is now operating.  Jeff Reiter of RWK is currently 
trying to obtain drivers for the XP operating system which will not currently work on the clerk’s 
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new computer.  Chuck Willard requested to speak with Jeff Reiter.  Andi French will E-mail 
Chuck with the information to contact Mr. Reiter. 

 
L. Senior Picnic – Expenditure Discussion 

 
Kathy Whalen sent a memo to the meeting requesting that the food expense for the annual seniors’ 
picnic be approved.  The event is scheduled for June 6, 2007 and the cost of food will be $8.00 per 
person.  One hundred fifty seniors are expected to attend.   

 
A motion to allow an expenditure of up to $1200.00 for the Senior Picnic food expense was 
made by Ken McCafferty and seconded by Chuck Willard.  Roll call vote taken.    Ken 
McCafferty – Aye, Chuck Willard – Aye, John Argoudelis - Aye. Motion Carries. 
 

 
M. Township Building Issues 

 
The painter was at the administration building and painted the north wall.  Unfortunately, there 
may have been some fading of the original paint and because it does not match perfectly, the entire 
wall may need to be painted.  There was no charge to the township so far. 
 
Highway Commissioner Sam Reichert reported that there is another roof leak in the highway 
department building. 
 
Proposals for an ongoing Heating Maintenance Contract will still be pursued before the next 
heating season, but the summer heating/cooling system maintenance will be done now. 
 
Monika McMillen, township administrative assistant, suggested a planter urn to be filled with 
seasonal flowers, etc., should be purchased for the front entry. 

 
A motion to allow an expenditure up to $200.00 for a new planter and plant material for the 
entry of the township administration building was made by Chuck Willard and seconded by 
Ken McCafferty.  Roll call vote taken.    Ken McCafferty – Aye, Chuck Willard – Aye, John 
Argoudelis - Aye. Motion Carries. 

 
Watering and maintaining the flower beds – Monika McMillen and Rosemary Pruss will pursue 
watering and maintenance solutions for the township grounds.   It was suggested that Mark 
Angelus set up sprinklers as needed while he is performing other maintenance at the building. Ms. 
McMillen suggested contacting the Joliet Junior College to see if a horticultural student would be 
interested in part time work of this type.  Rosemary Pruss suggested purchasing a second hose for 
the north side of the building and several sprinklers.  Andi French said she would have Mr. 
Angelus pick up the equipment needed.    
  

VII. REPORTS 
 

A. Senior Coordinator –       Written Report  
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B. Disabilities –          No Report 
  

C. Emergency Management Coordinator -         
 

Chuck Willard discussed the small “Plainfield tornado” of two weeks ago.  A van was tipped over 
at the Lakewood Nursing Home and the roof was damaged.  Mr. Willard reported that the Sam 
Reichert was on his way to the scene while the sirens were still sounding. 
  

D. “Plainfield Township Presents”  
 

Ken McCafferty reported that the township newsletter will be published tomorrow, May 10, 2007.
       
Upcoming events include an Eldercare presentation in this building sponsored by State 
Representative Tom Cross’ office. 
 
Supervisor Argoudelis offered a thank you to Monika McMillen and Ken McCafferty for getting 
the garden plot program going.  Sam Reichert confirmed he will spread chips on the path. 
 

       E. Youth         No report 
 
VIII. ELECTED OFFICIALS REPORTS 
 

A. Assessor    
 

Rick Martin advised that he has given his budget requests to the board and completed expenses for 
the year. Mr. Martin stated that the expenses for the former assessor, Ray Barnes, were 
$267,768.27 plus the unfunded liability of $11,575.00 in salary back pay.  Subtracting that from 
Mr. Martin’s expenses, Mr. Martin stated that his cost of running the assessor’s office during the 
2006-2007 budget year was $250,957.00, less the $11,575.00, or $239,382.00.  Mr. Martin asked 
Andi French if his expense figures were accurate and she replied in the affirmative.   

 
Supervisor Argoudelis asked Mr. Martin if he has addressed the employee issues discussed during 
the executive session.  Mr. Martin stated that he had. 

 
B. Clerk  

 
Rosemary Pruss reported she had three passport appointments show up for the “Passport Night” 
on April 27th and three were “no-shows.” The evening netted $250.00 in fees for the township. 
Another “Passport Day” is scheduled for Saturday, May 12, 2007. 

 
Ms. Pruss also reported that the Earth Day planting project, the first outdoor event at the new 
township building, was a great success.  Over 50 people attended and diligently installed the 
donated plants.   Formal thank-you’s were went to The Fields on Caton Farm, Cub Scout Pack 19, 
Walmart at 127th St., Deb Pohlmann at Plainfield Central High School and Bob Rickhoff.  Over 
450 plants were planted that day.   Ms. Pruss restated that there has been no rain in weeks and that 
regular maintenance of weeds needs to be addressed. 

 
 Supervisor Argoudelis thanked Ms. Pruss for the work put forth in making the project a success. 
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C. Highway Commissioner  
 

Commissioner Reichert reported that the monthly branch pickup has been changed to every 
Monday morning.    The highway department has been doing crack-sealing of township 
roads.  Commissioner Reichert will be spreading chips of the garden plot paths if available 
equipment is the right size to fit down the path.  Other activities for the month included 
garbage pickup, truck maintenance and repairs, cold patching pot holes, sign maintenance, 
branch pick-up, back how repairs, culvert replacement and mowing and weed control. 
       

D. Trustees          No comments 
 

 
IX. APPROVAL OF BILLS 
 

Total General Town Fund – A motion to approve the Town Fund for in the amount of 
$73,357.92 was made by Chuck Willard and seconded by Ken McCafferty.  Roll call vote taken.    
Ken McCafferty – Aye, Chuck Willard – Aye, John Argoudelis - Aye. Motion Carries. 

 
Total Town Fund Insurance – A motion to approve the Town Fund Insurance in the amount 
of $19,933.00 was made by Ken McCafferty and seconded by Chuck Willard.  Roll call vote 
taken.    Chuck Willard – Aye,  Ken McCafferty – Aye, John Argoudelis - Aye. Motion Carries. 

 
Total Road and Bridge  – A motion to approve the Town Fund for in the amount of 
$27,165.08 was made by Chuck Willard and seconded by Ken McCafferty.  Roll call vote taken.    
Ken McCafferty – Aye, Chuck Willard – Aye, John Argoudelis - Aye. Motion Carries. 

 
Total Road Insurance – A motion to approve the Town Fund for in the amount of $29,899.00 
was made by Ken McCafferty and seconded by Chuck Willard.  Roll call vote taken.    Ken 
McCafferty – Aye, Chuck Willard – Aye, John Argoudelis - Aye. Motion Carries. 
 
Total County Joint Bridge Fund – A motion to approve the Road and Bridge Fund in the 
amount of $3,579.91 was made by Chuck Willard and seconded by Ken McCafferty.  Roll call 
vote taken.    Ken McCafferty – Aye, Chuck Willard – Aye, Paul Pesavento – Aye, John 
Argoudelis - Aye. Motion Carries. 

 
X. PUBLIC COMMENTS  
 

Three residents from the Harris Drive area attended the meeting seeking an update on whether the 
township still intends to pursue the flood relief plan previously outlined. The residents stated that 
no one wants to annex to the City of Joliet.  Supervisor Argoudelis told the residents it is his 
understanding that there are not enough residents willing to pursue a Special Service Area to 
pursue the township’s original engineering plan.  The residents felt that the work that was 
discussed with Highway Commissioner, Sam Reichert, which includes installing an additional 
swale, should be accomplished first to see how much this would help the problem.  Supervisor 
Argoudelis said he would discuss this with Mr. Reichert.  
 
H. Township Shuttle Bus - Update   
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Monika McMillen and Andi French have been conducting interviews for part-time bus drivers.  
The township would like to make an offer to three of them at a wage of $12.00 per hour with no 
benefits offered.  Ken McCafferty asked if the township is doing background checks on applicants.  
Supervisor Argoudelis explained that one of the applicants is Bunk Findley who is well-known 
and another is Jim Lockhart, also well-known.  The third lives in the Village of Plainfield and is 
retired from truck driving.  All have CDL’s although they are not needed to drive the township 
bus. 
 
The charge for the bus will be increased from $1.00 to $2.00 each way with available shuttle 
punch cards.  There may be more charges for multiple stops, but not if they are within a one half 
mile area.  There will also be a no-show/cancellation fee and the passenger cannot ride the bus 
again until the fee is paid. 
 
Chuck Willard suggested giving the no-shows/cancellations a one-time pass.  Mr. Willard also 
offered to provide an “incident form” that the township can copy. 
 
The boundaries for travel on the bus will be two miles outside the township, if medical purposes 
or national retail shopping (i.e. going to the closest Target, Kohl’s, etc.)  A draft of a brochure has 
been developed. 
 
Supervisor Argoudelis thanked Monika McMillen and Andi French for their work in developing 
the shuttle bus plan. 
 
A motion to extend an offer of part-time employment to Bunk Findley, Jim Lockhart and 
Joseph Alyinovich at an hourly wage of $12.00 with no benefits, with continued employment 
subject to obtaining a background check on each of them was made by Chuck Willard and 
seconded by Ken McCafferty.  Roll call vote taken.    Ken McCafferty – Aye, Chuck Willard – 
Aye, John Argoudelis - Aye. Motion Carries. 

 
 

XI. ADJOURNMENT - 
A motion to adjourn was made by Chuck Willard, seconded by Ken McCafferty.  Voice vote 
taken. Motion carries.  Meeting of May 09, 2007 was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 

 
____________________________________     
  Rosemary Pruss      Town Clerk  


